
 

 

Happy 2024 Catholic Schools Week  

January 28—February 2 

Holy Rosary is thankful for the many individuals who make our school a success! 

First Row: 

• Fr. Chuck Huck, Superintendent & Pastor 

• Cathy Larson, Principal 

• Beth Gilbert, School Office Manager 

• Sara Woytassek, Kindergarten Prep 

• Donna Neil, K-Prep Assistant 

• Katie Aligada, Kindergarten  

Second Row: 

• Debbie Averbeck, 1st Grade 

• Lora Buntje, 2nd Grade 

• Akyra Hagen, 3rd Grade 

• Ginny Grobe, 4th Grade 

• Katie Baker DeFries, 5th Grade  

• Jodi Flugel, Middle School FACS 

Third Row: 

• Amber Lyman, Middle School Social Studies 

• Steve Dahlberg, Middle School Math & Science 

• Jackie Jenson, Middle School Language Arts  

• Chris Baxter, Physical Education  

• Ronnie Hill, Technology Teacher 

• Donna Kennedy, Library 

Fourth Row: 

• John Koopmann, Band Teacher 

• Carrie Jirava, Music Teacher 

• Angela Janich, Art  

• Bienvenida Grimsley, Spanish Teacher 

• Shirley Backman, School Counselor 

• Melissa Lorentz, Middle School Support 

Fifth Row: 

• Gary Hager, Deacon  

• Rich Cieslak, Assistant Cook  

• Julie Heim, Parish Administrator  

• Jamie McDougall, Stewarship/Development 

• Kathy Olson, Elementary Faith Formation  

• Abby Jasken, MS/HS Faith Formation  

Sixth Row: 

• April Spaeth, Liturgist  

• Charles Vareberg, Director of Maintenance 

• Tony DeFoe, Maintenance  

• Jerry Bursaw, Maintenance  

• Bruce Buck, Maintenance 
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Staff Inservice  
Do you ever wonder what school staff do during our inservice 
days? We come together as a team to learn,  collaborate, and 
grow as professionals so we can better serve our students and 
families. These are some of the topics we have covered so far 
this year: 

• PowerSchool Logistics 

• CPR/1st Aid Certification 

• ALICE (Alert, Lockdown, Inform, Counter, Evacuate)             
 Training at right with the DL Police Department 

• Education in Virtue 

• Smart Board Implementation 

• Working Memory Cognitive Load 

• Descriptive Progress Feedback 

• Native Storytelling in Children’s Books 

• Eucharistic Adoration 

We appreciate the time we are given to gather and learn!   

Thursday, February 8th 

• Question and background research is due 
• Trifold board will be sent home 
 

Monday, March 11th 

• All components are due 
• Students will be practicing in class 
 

Thursday, March 14th 

• Science Fair is held in the Gym 
• 2:00 – 3:00 p.m. Open House 
• 5:30 p.m. – Pizza & pop for students & judges 
• 6:00 p.m. – Doors open to the public & judging 

begins 
• 7:45 p.m. – Judging concludes. Students 

clean-up & take everything home 
 

Monday, March 18th 

• Winners will be announced at 8:15 a.m.       
during Morning Prayer 

• Parents are welcome to attend! 

Science Fair Timetable 

 5th Grade Science: It’s Electric!    
After diving into light and sound waves, 5th graders learned and     

experimented with electric currents this month with online simulators, 

wires with batteries and light bulbs, and then finally, with circuit 

boards. Next, they move onto thermal energy, making solar-powered 

pizza-box ovens!     -Mrs. DeFries 



 

 

Holy Rosary Parish School Mission Statement 

Holy Rosary School Community is rooted in the Word and energized with the Spirit of Jesus Christ. 

We cultivate our community to live as Jesus taught within the Catholic Tradition. 

We strive to build gospel values and promote academic excellence. Established 

This is a 9-month publication by the Holy Rosary School office and is published on the 4th, or last    

Thursday of the month  Any news or additions to the monthly newsletter, please email to Beth Gilbert,          

bgilbert@holyrosarycc.org.  Insert deadline is the 3rd Monday of the month.  

REMINDER:  There will be NO after-school bus service  

Wednesday, January 31 for Holy Rosary School 

Weather Policy: All children are expected to 

go outside for noon recess.  Your child can stay 

inside only if the school is provided with a        

doctor’s excuse.  In colder weather the time is 

shortened and in extreme cold or wet weather 

noon recess is cancelled and children stay inside.  

When the temperature/wind chill reaches               

-10 below zero all students may be required to 

stay inside. Also, in the event that school is       

cancelled due to bad weather, you will        

receive a phone call, text, and email from the 

Holy Rosary “School Messenger” Parent    

Contact System. Also, please listen to KDLM or 

KRCQ radio stations, or KVLY or WDAY TV.       

If Detroit Lakes Public Schools are can-

celled, Holy Rosary School is also cancelled, 

as we bus together.  

It’s Almost Time! 
Registration for the 2024-2025  school year will open on Thursday, February 1                                 

to families currently enrolled at Holy Rosary School. Registration will open for                          

Parish families not currently enrolled beginning Monday, February 19.                                                       

Registration opens to the public on Monday, February 26.  



 

 

Holy Rosary School Calendar 2023-2024 
February 
16 NO SCHOOL  
19 NO SCHOOL - President’s Day 
March 
8   NO SCHOOL - Parent Teacher Conferences 
14   Science Fair—Grades 5-8 
22    End of 3rd Quarter 
27    Lenten Retreat Day  
28-Apr. 1    NO SCHOOL Easter Break  

April 
26 Spring Interlude 

May 
6 Crowning of Mary - 8:20am  
15 Spring Music/Band Concert—6pm 
17 Track & Field Day - Noon 
20       Year End Awards Gr. K - 2 - 2:00pm 
21 Year End Awards Gr. 6 - 8 - 2:00pm 
22 Year End Awards Gr. 3 - 5 - 2:00pm 
22 Closing Mass & 8th Gr. Graduation  
23           Final Day of School 
24 Teacher Inservice 

Praise reports glorify God, and fifth grade is taking 

that on in writing in the classroom. Students have the 

opportunity to praise at will by writing and posting 

good news in their lives that God has made a way for. 

This classroom bulletin helps us keep a continuous 

conversation with Christ as we dive into academics.                   

Praise the Lord!   -Mrs. DeFries 

   During a December school Mass homily,     

Father Chuck challenged the students to do 

one act of kindness on each day during the 

Christmas break.  Mrs. Larson would like to 

thank all the students who took the time to 

write down their acts of kindness and return 

them to school.  Together, we accomplished 

343 acts of kindness in just 12 days (above 

photo)! A lot of lives were touched because 

our students chose to be like Jesus!  

 

7th & 8th Graders in Mrs. Larson’s religion class (above) made     

inspirational posters for the homebound of Holy Rosary Parish. 

Posters will be delivered to those individuals when parishioners 

make visits.  



 

 

 

**Parents are Encouraged to attend the Variety Show! 


